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For the Love Of Cocktails ¥

QVegas cought up with Raw!
Fana to lec:n mare about
the For the Love of Gocktals*
N benedft this monthy whot it's ke
| being agay bortender, and his




HUNDREDS OF COCKTAILS «FIVE SEMINARS «THREE_DAYS «ONE CAUSE

What s the *For the Love of
Cocktails® event and who does it
heip? What does the charitydo?

For the Love of Cocktals was
SLarted a% a benefil gaia faor the
Helen David Rebef Fund, This year
Wi Be ot three day event with
educational seminacs by some of
the most respected IMixoRogises

n the industry, Meet the Masters
Dinner with wane panings from
op Sommeliers in wvms,

The Life of a Bartencer avent at
Herbs & Rye and the Grand Gala
which Wil feature bartengers and
mexpiogists from the top resorts
And fESERUrants in Las Vepas

all creating oflginad Valentng's
Day cocktais. it's goirg 1o be a
huga event for a good cause. The
Helen David Rehef Fund, that
benefits bartenders and theis
fambies that have been affected
by beeast cancer, was storted by
Las Vegas Master Mixologest Tony
AboU Garsen and was named
after his Aunt who lost her battle
with Breast cander, Helen taughn
Tory how 10 bartend and was his
mentor

What is your involvermnent with
For the Love of Cockrails?

Thes will be my second year at For
the Love of Cocktails il be serving

miy cciginal cocktall feunng
Absalut Orient Apphe called the
“APpie Ginger Kosmo®at the Grany
Gala. Ll also be cocedinating the
Eams &% the USAG representative
before and Ouring the eveot,

Whats It like to be a gay
bartender in general? At this
event?

Fouid w3y eing A 2ay bartender
In Las Vegas somaetimes has
some wrivque challe nges, It
feally depencs on whergyou're
oaeoding Teklayst is more

accepted to DR oUbinthe workplace

than when | SIS barténding in
2000. Some Testatr 4ots O Stramm
pightcubs made it difficuR if you
Gt it the fypical “cude” or
"P01s guy” rode FOrihe most part
though my expefience bartending
n Lasg Vegas has Been amanng
fromyopesing righic s ke Krave
10 workng at Piranha and Share
fve had a blast watching our scene
grow, Once | began competing

N COCRIM COMpPeltions | started
foctusing on ecducation and honing
fryy Craft. That has fead 1o traveling
around the workd, creating
Mixology Made Sirnple, appeaing
a5 an Expert on Bar Rescue, beng
the first CGBT Vice President of
the local United States Bartenders

Guid chapter and becoming the
Absolut Brand Ambassador for Las
Vegas

What is your career like and how
well does Absolut represent the
LGBT community?

| Couddnt e happiar with what
'm doing professionally. fve
alwidys enjoyed teaching and the
Ambassador role allows me the
cpporTunity to share what | know
about vodka and why Absolut
t5 special Lalzo get to visit and
host events for bartenders and
beverage industry people around
the city. One of the main reasons |
really wanted to work for Absolut
was i3 support of the LGOBT
commanity, Every drop of Absolut
is made In Sweden and Sweden
is one of the most progressive
countries in the world when it
COMes 10 gay and transgender
fghts, ADSolut was also the only
large company in 80's to advertise
i LGBT magazines, we are akso
helping the launch GLAS S the
ficst LGET beverage industry trade
Organization and we 3150 released
the Absolut Colors bottie in 2008
which was colaboration with
Gilbert Baker, the creator of the
pride flag,
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